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View from the 
Quarterdeck 

Harry Armenia, 
Commodore 2021 

 
It was great being together for our 
first dinner on April 10.  We haven’t 
done that as a group for over a 
year.  Our club will be having more 
activities as the months go by.  
Everyone is getting their 
vaccinations and being more 
comfortable meeting. 
 
The poker club is dealing cards 
every Tuesday.  We’re having 
dinners, races, cruises, book club 
meetings and events like the 
Kentucky Derby party hosted by our 
Social Committee on Saturday, May 
1.  There is an article about that 
event on the next page. 
 
The next day, Sunday afternoon, 
members gathered on the upper 
deck of the Bay Star to view Wings 
Over South Texas and U. S. Navy 
Blue Angels air shows, which I 
understand was quite an event; 
especially with Navy F/A-18 Hornets 
flying low and loud over the Bay 
Star and in the bay east of the 
marina breakwater. 
 
Mandy and I are sorry we missed 
both events.  We had around 7” of 
rain and our subdivision was 
overwhelmed with water.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
With the club having more activities 
on the boat, hopefully we will have 
more people interested in the club.  
So talk us up.  
 
Our spring general membership 
meeting will take care of needed 
administrative housekeeping.  We’ll 
swear in our current officers, 
approve the 2021 budget, select a 
nomination committee for 2022 
club officers and hand out 2020 
awards.  This meeting will be June 
12th.  It will begin at 5:00 p.m. with 
dinner to follow. An agenda will be 
distributed after the May 11 board 
meeting. 
 
I am so glad for everyone to be 
using and enjoying the club again.  I 
especially want to thank all of our 
members who stuck with and 
supported our club during the 
tough times in 2020 and early 2021.  
A Big Thank You.  
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Running of the Roses 
Jacque Potts 
 
Thirty-two members and guests came aboard the Bay 
Star on Saturday, May 1 to watch the 147th running of 
the Kentucky Derby.  We had a grand time in spite of the 
rain that canceled the Blue Angels flyover planned 
earlier in the day.  That rain did not affect the festivities 
in Kentucky as 19 beautiful thoroughbreds raced 
through the turns at Churchill Downs headed for the 
finishing post.  
 
This year's race awarded three lucky winners with a 
derby glass and a percentage of our betting pool: 
 

Win Chris McGinty (guest) with his horse Medina 
Spirit 

Place Mike Westergren with his horse Mandaloun 
Show Rick Bell with his horse Hot Rod Charlie 

 
We had plenty of good old southern comfort food; fried 
chicken, rolls, potato salad, slaw and sweet tea.  All of 
this only to be surpassed by Glenda Zelnik’s personal-
sized derby pies topped with ice cream. What gluttony! 
 
Just as special was the double rainbow that appeared as 
the rain stopped and the skies cleared.  This beauty 
spanned the horizon off the aft deck. Who but nature 
could provide such a beautiful backdrop for our ladies in 
their hats. 

 
If you missed out this year, put it on your schedule for 
the first Saturday in May 2022. It looks like a fun do-over 
for the BYC. 

 
 

 

 

Vice Commodore  
Jim Zelnik 
 

The saga of the A/C cooling 
water supply system 
continues.  What we know 
for certain at this point is 
that the pipes are  home for 
a thriving colony of oysters!  
The colony in the line from 

the pump to the forward units has been eliminated as 
new pipes were installed.  We currently have two units 
suffering from low cooling water flow.  Stay tuned folks 
for the next dispatch from the front lines. 
 
Please feel free to come to the Bay Star and participate 
in your favorite activities.  She, like all boats, needs 
continuing maintenance.  Opportunities to participate in 
routine tasks and a few special projects will be 
announced soon.  The Bay Star is fit and ready to 
welcome you – so, all aboard and enjoy.   
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Book Club 
Sue Byrne 

 
The May BYC Book Group will 
meet at the Bay Star at 7 p.m. 
on the 11th, the second 
Tuesday.  Mask wearing will be 
at your preference.  Of course, 
everyone’s wellness and 

comfort is of primary importance. 
 
Our May book selection, offered by Mike Westergren, is 
Black Dahlia: A Genius for Murder: The True Story by 
Steve Hodel. Mr. Hodel is a retired LAPD detective who 
as a private investigator thoroughly reviewed the 
evidence of this unsolved case from 1947. As a result, 
he has identified the murderer and presents his search 
and conclusion. At least 20 books have been written 
about this horrific murder. This one made the New York 
Times bestseller list after it was released in 2003.  
 
If you are unable to finish reading this page-turner, 
please join us anyway! We will share the ending! Hope 
to see you on the Bay Star May 11 at 7 p.m. 
 
The group has decided to take a summer hiatus 
beginning with June.  
 
Any questions call Sue Byrne - 512-626-8460 or email 
byrne3329@gmail.com.  
 

Cruising 

Rick Bell, Cruise Chair 
 

Upcoming Cruises 
May 29-31: 
Memorial Day Sea Cruise 
See update in this article. 

 
June 4-6: 
Land RV Cruise – El Campo RV 
Resort.    

 
Thank you to everyone who participated in the Port 
Aransas Regatta and Cruise.  BYC participants included: 
C Charmer (Zelnik), Vesper (Bell), Looking Good 
(Caruso), Huntress Too (Giffin), Brigadoon II 
(Robertson), Windswept (Frank), Waypoint (Gallagher) , 

Lickity Split (Harding), Thresher (Weakly) and 5th Landing 
(Samo). 
 
The weather was fantastic and we were blessed with 
great winds and wind direction.  Laying the entire ship 
channel to Port A on a single PORT tack with N to NE 
wind was a first ever for anyone I talked to. 
 
Our next sea cruise is Memorial Day Weekend May 29-
31.  We were looking at Redfish Bay Boathouse in 
Aransas Pass but they are currently full and their 
restaurant is closed.  I am leaning towards Flato Cut 
since we were not able to have that cruise yet. Ingleside 
is in July.  For those that would prefer dockage there is 
Island Moorings. Let me know your preferences and we 
will get the schedule locked down.  
 
I have been putting together (with Judy’s permission) a 
Land Cruise to the US Grand Prix in Austin October 21-
25. I have 1 remaining RV spot but I can get more. I have 
10 premium seats together in a great area. Only 5 left 
and cannot get more together. There are other seating 
options as well as general admission for those 
interested.  We typically go up Thursday set up camp 
then watch the racing festivities and concerts Fri, Sat, 
Sun and head home Monday.   Prices for the premium 
seats are $736.00 each for three days unlimited access 
and $620 for the five days of camping. If you have never 
attended a Grand Prix it is well worth the check off the 
bucket list.  
 
See you on the water!! 
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USCG Changes Certificate of 
Documentation to 5 years. 
From BoatUS 

Owners who federally document their vessels, about 
165,000 boats, will be spared the hassle of renewing 
their U.S. Coast Guard Certificate of Documentation 
every year as a result of recent rule change that now 
makes documentation valid for five years. The move 
was the result of Coast Guard cost-saving efforts and 
requirements set forth in the Coast Guard Authorization 
Act of 2018. 

Formerly, documentation was $26 per year and boaters 
could select the number of years, from one to five. The 
new five-year documentation cost is fixed at $130. 
Additional fees apply for initial documentation as well 
as exchanges. The Coast Guard will not issue refunds if 
an owner chooses to cancel documentation before its 
five-year expiration or if a vessel is sold during the 
renewal period. 

Boat owners generally choose to federally document 
vessels with the U.S. Coast Guard versus the more 
common practice of state registration, for one of two 
reasons: the boat was purchased with a bank loan and 
the lender required it or the owner plans to travel 
beyond U.S. waters. A Certificate of Documentation is 
internationally recognized and makes it easier for 
American vessels to enter and leave foreign ports. 

Documented vessels must also be a minimum of 5 net 
tons, which is about the size of a 26-foot boat. BoatUS 
notes that net tons are more about (cargo) volume, 
than weight. 

In a related issue, BoatUS continues to advise boaters to 
be vigilant when renewing U.S. Coast Guard vessel 
documentation as official-looking vessel documentation 
renewal notices can lead to confusion and higher costs. 
Some BoatUS members have received notices that are 
not from the Coast Guard but rather third-party 
companies whose name or return addresses may 
appear similar to that of the official U.S. Coast Guard 
National Vessel Documentation Center (NVDC). 

For more information on documentation go 
to BoatUS.com/Documentation. 

A BYC welcome to Suzanne 
and Paul Trotter who joined 
the club April 10.  Paul is 
retired and Suzanne is a self-
employed massage therapist.   
 

Interests are day sailing, racing, cruising, and fishing.   
 
 

http://www.boatus.com/Documentation
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info@customworkshopdesigns.onmicrosoft.com 
 

 
 

 
 

 

BYC May Events 

Every Monday 

 7:00 – 9:45 p.m. Poker Night. 
 

Every Wednesday 

 5:30 p.m. Fantail Social.  Watch 
MORF race starts from the 
Topside Lounge. 

 

Saturday May 1 

 4:00 p.m. Kentucky Derby Social 
 

Saturday May 8 

 6:00 - 9:00 p.m. Social Hour 
 

Tuesday May 11 

 7:00 p.m. Book Club 
 

Thursday May 13 

 7:00 p.m. BOD meeting 
 

Saturday May 15 

 6:00 – 9:00 p.m. Social Hour 
 

Saturday May 22 

 BYC Pursuit Series Race #1 
 6:00 – 9:00 p.m.  Social Hour 

 
Memorial Weekend May 29 – 31 

 Club Cruise.  See article in this 
issue for more information 
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